STAND UP TO TORTURE

Today’s speaker, Jay Bybee, signed the infamous “torture memo” when he was head of the Office of Legal Counsel at the Department of Justice.

The Bybee memo sought to erode the universal and absolute legal prohibition against torture through shoddy and tendentious legal reasoning.  The Bybee memo helped set policies that led to the torture and abuse of hundreds, if not thousands, of human beings.

Instead of being held accountable for his actions, Jay Bybee was awarded with a seat on the federal bench.

As members of the Yale Law School community, we protest the impunity Jay Bybee enjoys for his role in shaping policies of torture and abuse.  We reaffirm our commitment to human rights and the eradication of torture and invite others to join us.

To read more:

“Memo Offered Justification for Use of Torture,” Washington Post, June 8, 2004:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A23373-2004Jun7.html
Read the memo for yourself: http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/us_law/etn/gonzales/memos_dir/memo_20020801_JD_%20Gonz_.pdf#search=%22bybee%20memo%20pdf%22
