Press Release by SrA Al Halabi Defense Counsel        26 September 2003

Senior Airman Al Halabi is represented by two Air Force Judge Advocates, Major James Key III and Major Kim E. London.  Both attorneys are assigned as military criminal defense counsel, at the Western Circuit Defense Judiciary stationed out of Travis AFB, California.  

Based upon official documents in his service record, Senior Airman Al Halabi has been a star performer for the Air Force, being promoted below the zone to Senior Airman  and being recognized as the 60th Supply Squadron Outstanding Airman of the Year for 2001.

Senior Airman Al Halabi had just finished a nine-month tour at Guantanamo Bay.  He was on his way back to his home base (Travis AFB in California) in July 2003 when he was arrested by agents from the Air Force Office of Special Investigations, during a layover in Jacksonville, Florida.  He did have tickets to fly to Syria a few days later out of California, where he was going to meet up with his family for a wedding ceremony in Damascus, Syria.  The wedding had already been postponed because his tour in Cuba had been extended two or three times.    

Under the United States Constitution, Senior Airman Al Halabi, like all accused, is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty.  He was placed in pre-trial confinement in July 2003 and his defense counsel did contest his continued confinement at a pre-trial confinement hearing.  Obviously, that request was denied, and SrA Al Halabi remains in jail pending a resolution to this matter.  He is now being held at Vandenberg Air Force Base pending resolution of his case.    

According to his father, who testified with a translator during an open segment of the Article 32 Investigation, Senior Airman Al Halabi came to the United States in search of a good job and an education.  His father had moved to the United States fifteen years ago to work as a cook in a restaurant to support his nine children in Syria.  After completing high school, Senior Airman Al Halabi joined the Air Force.

The defense moved the appellate court on 15 September 2003 to keep the Article 32 investigation opened because Senior Airman Al Halabi deserves a fair and public hearing and trial, just like every American is entitled to.  

Many press members have inquired about Senior Airman Al Halabi’s well being.

Senior Airman Al Halabi is doing his best to stay positive, despite all the restrictions he has on him.  For instance, he is under a military order not to communicate in any way in Arabic, which essentially means he cannot talk or write much directly to his father, mother, fiancée, or other family members who speak and write primarily in Arabic.  It is understandably frustrating for him, but he is following the military order.    

Many members of the press have requested certain information from defense counsel.  The Government asserts that most of the evidence in this case is classified.  We do not fully agree with that assessment at this point and we are contesting this issue through appropriate military and judicial channels.  So long as the majority of information remains classified, we will be less able to respond to press questions.  

We would like to thank the people who have shown their support for Senior Airman Al Halabi and the defense.  The defense would ask for anyone who knows our client well since he arrived in the United States to please contact us if we have not already spoken with you.  We may be contacted at (707) 424-4580.  Also, we are seeking assistance from experts/professionals in the field of psycho-sociology, particularly dealing with the Muslim culture and Islamic religion.  Any such expert would preferably need a security clearance in order to be of full assistance.

Senior Airman Al Halabi’s family asks for all press and media to please stop contacting them because it is causing much stress on our client and his family.  Some of Senior Airman Al Halabi’s family was present and testified at the Article 32 investigation in this case.  However, because the Government is claiming that most of the facts and evidence are classified, even our client’s family has not been told of the details of this case.  The family will not have much to say to the press because they are not privy to the details of the evidence and they desire the case to be handled fairly in the American judicial system.  

We hope to be able to provide more clarifications after the Article 32 Investigation is final and after the Article 32 Report of Investigation is completed and filed.

