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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Three Detainee Deaths at Guantanamo Bay

MIAMI – Joint Task Force - Guantanamo announced that three detainees died of apparent suicides early this morning. Two Saudis and one Yemeni, each located in Camp 1, were found unresponsive and not breathing in their cells by guards. Medical teams responded quickly and all three detainees were provided immediate emergency medical treatment in attempts to revive them. 

The three detainees were pronounced dead by a physician after all lifesaving measures had been exhausted. The names of the deceased are not being released.  The State Department notified and is in ongoing discussions with the governments of Saudi Arabia and Yemen.

The remains of the deceased detainees are being treated with the utmost respect. A cultural advisor is assisting the Joint Task Force to ensure that the remains are handled in a culturally and religiously appropriate manner.
The U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) has initiated an investigation, per standard operating procedure, to determine the cause and manner of death.

Detainees are held at JTF-Guantanamo because they are dangerous and continue to pose a threat to the U.S. and our allies.  They have expressed a commitment to kill Americans and our friends if released.  These are not common criminals, they are enemy combatants being detained because they have waged war against our nation and they continue to pose a threat.

Additional briefings will be forthcoming.
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