Date: July 20, 2004 19:53:18 +0100 (BST) 

From: Jo Wilding <gurneyernie@yahoo.co.uk> 

To: Charles Gittings <cbgittings@sbcglobal.net> 

Subject: Re: [wildfirejo] July 18th - The Butler Report

Hello

There was a small group of international activists - independents, like me, and members of the Iraq Peace Team and Christian Peacemaker Team - who were interviewing civilian casualties in the hospitals. We took medical reports from the doctors. My colleague April Hurley is a medical doctor. Wherever possible we visited the scene of the bombing to take damage reports and photos and witness statements. It wasn't always possible to visit the scene, if there was fighting or bombing on the way.

We gathered statements because we thought it was important to document what happened to ordinary people, given that the mainstream press was not telling those stories and the governments had declared their intention not to keep 'body counts'. I used them on my web site and also have forwarded them to lawyers defending people in court for damage to warplanes etc in the UK, who are arguing their actions were justified in preventing greater crimes.

We were asking about power of representation because a US human rights lawyer asked us to get it, but it wasn't written, just verbal, as we didn't really know what we were meant to be getting, so really it was just people saying yes, they were happy for someone to take the US government to court on their behalf.
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Charles Gittings

Oakland, California

Date: 25 March 2003

Time: 11:30pm

Address: Baghdad, Al-Shaab, Al-Tujjar City 317/3/74

Stm date: 27/3/03

Munib Abid Hamid, 33, male, car mechanic

He was sleeping in a room upstairs in his home with his wife Sahar Taha, 26, and son Khaiser Munib, 6. A missile came through the wall. He shielded his wife and child with his body. He does not expect to be able to work as a car mechanic again.

Doctor, in An-Naman Hospital, Adamiya:

Munib has multiple fragment injuries to left and right thigh and feet and abdomen, including liver. Incision from bottom of chest to bottom of abdomen to remove fragments: small square pieces. Leg infected with gas gangrene.

Sahar Taha had chest injuries, now discharged. I did not meet her.

Khaiser Munib had broken legs. I did not meet him.

Also in the house were Munib’s mother and father and Widad Jaloob, 35, F, Munib’s brother Labeeb Abid Hamid, 35, M and their two sons Omar Labeeb, 14 and Ali Labeeb, 6 who were downstairs and were not hurt.

Neighbours say the missile approached the house horizontally, over the school to the right as you face the house. It destroyed the roof and wall of the room in which the family were sleeping. No one reported having seen or heard an aeroplane. 

There was blood on the mattress and bedding where the three injured people had been sleeping. The television set had exploded. A metal bar on the window appeared to have melted through. It is not clear whether this was a result of the bomb. 

In the wall separating the school next door from the alleyway beside the house there were many small holes, about two inches in diameter at the surface, tapering away, about an inch or two deep. In some of the holes were square fragments of metal, about 5mm long and wide. The same holes and fragments were present in the paving stones on the roof patio of the house and in the outer walls of the house.

The Balqis Secondary School for girls, next door, was damaged with all its windows broken. We were not able to inspect the school for a full damage report.

The next 9 houses had their windows broken and doors blown in by the blast.

None of their neighbours nor the family could think of any military target nearby. They believed the school was the intended target.

Power of representation was given verbally by Munib Abid Hamid.

Date: 24/3/03

Time: 12:30pm

Address: Baghdad 320/11 houses 11, 13, 15 and two houses on street backed onto.

Stm date: 27/3/03

We were unable to find anyone who saw the missile hit. The neighbours heard the explosion and came outside to pull people out.

Five houses had been damaged: three on one street and two which backed onto them. The middle house was almost completely destroyed. A car parked between nos 13 and 11 was destroyed. 

Mohammed Hassan, of 320/5/14, and Mohammed Hassan Al Khatib, of 320/11/1, told us that five houses were destroyed by one rocket which landed vertically on no. 13. They did not see a plane. They said three people were killed in no 13:

Khowla Sherkhli, 60, F

Ahmed Munier, 43, M

Maha Waleed, 12, F

Another three people were injured in no 13.

Another three people were killed in the other houses but they were from the other street and the people we interviewed did not know their names.

In number 320/11/11 Abid As-Sattar Hassan, 70, M, and Wadha Mukhlif, 65, F, were injured and taken to An-Naman hospital. They had been discharged when we visited, but the doctor told us they had both suffered severe lacerations and Abid had crushing to lower right leg.

In number 320/11/15 Hamsa Ahmed, 10, F, and her mother were injered. They had been discharged from hospital and we were unable to obtain further information on their injuries.

Neighbours verbally agreed to power of representation. We were unable to ask any of the injured people.

Date: 26/3/03

Time: 11:30 am

Address: Al Shaab Market

Stm date: 27/3/03

Husham Malek Abdul Hassan, M, 40, of Al-Shaab St, dist 339, building 100, told us the attack happened at 11:30, when the shops and businesses in the market were open and there were many customers. He was about 200metres away at the time, and indicated a set of traffic lights wehere he was standing.

He saw two missiles hit about five seconds apart. He did not see what they were fired from. He said they were not huge missiles. The first missile struck the front of a building which housed car maintenance workshops. The second landed the other side of the road.

15 cars were destroyed. He thought there were 25 dead. He reported seeing women trapped and burning in cars which were on fire. Also he said there were flats above the shops in the building next to the one which was struck, which were also damaged.

Mohammed Al Zubaidi, of Al Shaab St, 339 dist, building 2-5, owned a car cushion making shop , the 2nd from the left as you face the building which was hit. The shop was destroyed and his assistant Faris el Bawi, 36, M, was killed along with his son Saif Faris, 11, who was helping his father.

He was away from the shop when the missile hit. He said he heard the sound of an aircraft but could not clearly see it because of the bad weather. 

He said people were killed in the restaurant. Three of them were workers:

Abu Hassan, 45, M, father of 5

Malik Hamoud, 17, M

Sabah Nouri, 28, M – died in hospital later.

Two customers were also killed. We were unable to find out their names.

A car driver was killed and his sons Safa Isam, 17, and Marwan Isam, 12, were injured. I do not have more details of their injuries.

Date: 23/3/03

Time: 4:20 pm

Address: Baghdad Al-Ja, Dialla New Bridge, Kargolia Avenue 9/16 

Stm date: 24 and 25/3/03

Members of three families were living in a farmhouse. It was struck by a missile which destroyed the entire upper level.

The house belongs to Mr Adjami Abdallah.

Three people were killed:

Hana Adjmi Abdallah, 20, F, student, sister of Fatima Abdallah and niece of Mr Adjami Abdallah.

Zahra Nadjab Abdallah, 8, F. Daughter (?) of Fatima Abdallah

Nahda Abdallah, 16, F, wife of young man whose name we did not get.

Injuries as follows:

Adjami Abdallah, M: head wound - right parietal, eye contusion

Mohammed Adnan, 4, M: shrapnel and debris cuts to face, head, ear, left hand and arm.

Rana Adnan, 9, F: shrapnel in left arm, poss fracture to left arm, chest wound – upper left side, lung contusion left side, respiratory distress – on oxygen, concussion, head wound.

Nada Adnan, 14, F: deep gouged laceration to muscle of inner left thigh, open skull wound and underlying fracture – right parietal.

Rashan Mizher, 19, F, trade college student: lacerations to left hand and head.

Reath Mizher, 26, M: lacerations to right hand, chest, 30 min loss of consciousness, having asthma attack when we met him.

Mohammed Mizher, 18, M: shrapnel in right arm, left shoulder, head.

Shamir Mizher, 28, M, vet. surgeon: I have no record of his injuries.

Ammar Mizher, 7? M: minor shrapnel and debris cuts.

Fatima Abdallah, 35, mother of the Adnan children, lived in central Baghdad and had gone to stay with her paternal uncle, Adjami Abdallah, in the farmhouse in Dialla. She said the family had a cow, a donkey and some chickens.

The 17 year old brother of the bridegroom, whose name I don’t have, told us they had seen a plane circling above the farm. He said it fired three rockets, one of which hit the house, removing the entire upper storey. He was standing a short distance from the house at the time, on a mound of earth and ran to help pull people from the rubble.

Other neighbours confirmed that they had seen a plane circling overhead and firing three rockets. All said there were no military targets nearby.

We were unable to see anything which appeared to be an obvious target: the entire area seemed to be small farms, with perhaps two hundred metres between farmhouses. There is a small bridge across a slim branch of the Tigris as you enter the village and a market area. There is also a mosque in the village.

The roof of the animal enclosures had collapsed, killing the family’s cow, which remained underneath it when we visited.

One neighbour told us that windows had shattered in all the surrounding houses and the children’s ears had bled as a result of the explosion.

Power of representation given verbally by Adjami Abdallah, owner of house, and Fatima Abdallah, mother of Mohammed, Zahra, Rana and Nada.

Address: Baghdad, El-Dje?? , Hay Soumar 706/27/52

Date: 23/3/03

Time: 2 am

Address: On road near Muthanna Bridge and Baghdad Island

Stm date: 24/3/03

Nahla Harbi, 35, F, was traveling in a car when a nearby building was struck – a college or possibly a military college. Her car was overturned by the force of the blast. She suffered fractures to both legs.

Her daughter, 2, suffered glass wounds to the head. 

Her sister sustained bleeding to the side, chest and face.

Power of representation given verbally.

Address: Baghdad, Aminia, Jehad 7895/D5

Date: 23/3/03

Time: 7:30 pm

Address: Saddam City, Sector 14

Stm date: 24/3/03

Ali Hussein Gulam, 58, M, was checking the water tank on his roof when an explosion threw him to the ground. He fell three or four metres and fracture the left side of his pelvis and his left radius.

Date: 21/3/03

Time: 9pm

Address: Baghdad, Al Rissala City, 851/80/14

Stm date: 26/3/03

Dr Ahmed Abdullah in Al Yarmouk Hospital told us that Rusol Ammar, 10, F, sustained a fracture to her hand and a chest injury and multiple cuts from metal and glass. 

Her father, Salim Ammar, said there was an explosion when a bomb hit their street. They were trying to close the door against the fireball, but it smashed the glass in their house and shrapnel entered the house.

We were not able to visit the site of the bombing to take statements from neighbours.

Salim Ammar verbally gave power of representation.

Date: 23/3/03

Time: 

Address: Alem Saleb, Saddamiat am Mashroo, Babylon, near Al Kakhaa School.

Stm date: 26/3/03

Essa Jassim Najim, 28, M, suffered shrapnel wounds to his head and neck. He was unable to speak at the time we visited. He is a first year engineering student.

His father Jassim Najim stated that they saw two groups of Apache helicopters. One group attempted to land on the farm. The farmers tried to prevent them landing by firing at them. The other group attacked the house with a missile. Essa was inside the house and was hurt by shrapnel.

Essa’s brothers, Hussam, Haitham, Sabbah and Hussain Najim were outside the house resisting the helicopters’ landing. They were not injured. Jassim Najim estimated that another 10 people were injured in the houses.

We were not able to visit the site.

Power of representation was given verbally by Essa Jassim.

Date: 22/3/03

Time: 4pm

Address: Baghdad, Al-Jameat, Al-Doraa

Stm date: 26/3/03

Injuries and one death occurred in a direct hit on a house. Uncle – I do not have his name – said an Apache helicopter fired on the house, in a farming area.

Atta Jassim, father – killed

Moen Atta Jassim, 8, M, suffered multiple bowel and intestinal injuries from shrapnel. He had had part of his intestine removed.

Ali Atta Jassim, 6, M, suffered shrapnel injuries.

Hana Fayah Said, mother was also injured.

We were not able to visit the site.

Date: 25/3/03

Time: 6pm

Address: Baghdad, Al-Mahmoodia City, Al-Rashid, near Al Norain school; 020242746 / 020242011

Stm date: 26/3/03

Jabber Abd-Allaa Mohammed

Mizher Hatem Shalesh

Fleh Hassan Addai

Mohsin Moslih Halboos

The four men named above said they were outside the houses at the time of the attack. They told us that Al-Raheed city is a farming area. Eight houses were destroyed when two bombs were dropped, a few minutes apart, releasing cylindrical canisters, some of which exploded on the ground; others did not explode. They reported hearing, but not seeing, an aeroplane.

One explosion was two-three metres from the house in which three men were wounded and two children died.

The two children were Ahmed and Daha Assan, both 10, M.

The three wounded men were:

Saad Shalash Aday – fractured humerus, multiple shrapnel wounds to leg and abdomen: ruptured spleen, perforated caecum, colon, small bowel.

Mohammed Shalash Aday

Mobden Hatam Shalash

The second bomb was approx 300m away, close to the next house. The houses were approx 300m apart, with fields in between. Two men were killed:

Kherifa Mohammed Jebur, 35, M

A farmer whose names the men present did not know.

Additionally four cars were destroyed and a number of animals including cows, sheep and dogs.

Power of representation was given by Saad Shalash Aday.

Date: 26/3/03

Time: 9am

Address: Baghdad, Ad-dora, Al-Shuhaddan City, near Al Yousufya electricity generator

Stm date: 26/3/03

Ammar Hamid, 8, M, suffered shrapnel to his chest and possibly his abdomen.

Hanaa Abdullah Hamad, 40, F, mother of Ammar, died.

5 sisters and 2 brothers were still missing, presumed dead, at the time we took the information. Ammar was accompanied by his uncle. The uncle and the doctor said that cluster bombs had been dropped on around 100 “caravans”. It was not clear whether they meant caravans in the sense of trailers and motorhomes or in the sense of a 100 vehicle convoy – the more usual meaning of caravan in Iraq.

Date: 29/3/03

Time: 4pm

Address: Baghdad, Hay Soumar Sector 315/68/21

Stm date: 29/3/03

Najah Mohammed, 50, M sustained a fractured right radius and index finger and shrapnel to his right thigh and right abdomen. He was not thought to have internal injuries but was under observation. 

Fawzia Kurbaan, 50, F, wife of Najah, had superficial shrapnel wounds to her right inner calf and her abdomen.

The couple were waiting, with all of their money and possessions, for a taxi to take them to a farm outside Baghdad, having decided to flee the city. They both said there was an explosion. Najah said he felt something strike his hand and legs and he fell to the ground. They did not know where their belongings were. The money that had been in Najah’s pockets was stained with blood.

They both verbally gave power of representation.

Date: 29/3/03

Time: 4:25pm

Address: Palestine Street

Stm date: 29/3/03

Medical reports from Dr Tariq Ibrahim Ali, grad. Dublin 1971, and Dr Hamid Al Araji, chief surgeon, Al Kindi hospital.

Ahmed Jalal Hussein of Mahala District, Palestine Street 510/13/132 said he was walking out of the Omar Al Faroukh Mosque behind his friend Umar Rasid Saeed, 20, M, when there was an explosion and he saw Umar fall. He put Umar into a car to bring him to hospital because there were no phone lines to call ambulances. He said the bomb hit the middle of the street.

Umar is a student at Rafidain College. He had metal fragments in his abdomen and in the right and left lobe of his liver, including a 3cm fragment, fractured ribs and severe muscle and joint damage to his right elbow.

His grandfather verbally gave power of representation.

Firas Majid Hamid, 16, M, was also leaving the mosque when the bomb hit. He had multiple shrapnel wounds to his abdomen, right kidney, liver (2 fragments) and right upper arm, to which he had a compound fracture under an open wound.

I have no other information about him and was not able to speak with his relatives.

Akael Zuhair, 20, M, was standing in front of his father’s house opposite the mosque when the missile hit. His father Zuhair Khammas, an engineer, said he heard the explosion and then some boys came running into the house from the street to tell him Akael had been injured. 

Akael had shrapnel to his left shoulder, the left side of his chest and his right forearm. A piece of shrapnel was lodged in his forehead and the doctors were waiting to find out whether it had pierced the frontal lobe of his brain.

Akael is a second-year student of economics and statistics at Rafidain College. His father said, “Help us because we are attacked in homes and markets. We are not something to be squeezed. We are thank to people in all the world but especially in America and England. More than a million people in England march. There is not a problem between people, but governments.”

His mother said only, “I am his mother.”

His father verbally gave power of representation.

All three men had just left theatre and there were no intensive care facilities in the entire hospital.

Date: 27/3/03

Time: 9am

Address: near Grain Board silo about 35km south of Baghdad on main road between Baghdad and Wasit.

Stm date: 29/3/03

Haitham Abid, 24, M, was driving a lorry on the road near the grain silo. He said he saw a bomb land close to the silo and the force of the blast caused his lorry to crash. The rear of the lorry caught fire and he was not sure whether he had jumped clear or was pulled out by someone else.

He had a fractured left femur. His address is Al Wahda Province, Al Medain District, Al Qadissiya sector 102/ 48. He gave verbal power of representation.

Communications Towers

Al Ma’moun Tues 25th and Thurs 27th March 

Al Alawiya early hours of Fri 28th March

Al Baya 5:15 pm Sat 29th March

By evening of Saturday March 29th there were no communications towers and the whole of Baghdad'’ phone system was down. 

*   *   *
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