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detainees are treated at the small,

state- of-the-art medical facility
dedicated to their care. A senior administrator at the facility called it "equivalent to a
community acute-care hospital."”

The facility is equipped with 19 inpatient beds (and can expand to 28), a physical-
therapy area, pharmacy, radiology department, central sterilization area, and a single-bed
operating room. More complex surgeries can be performed at the base naval hospital,
which also is equipped with an intensive-care wing.

The detainee hospital also features an isolation room to prevent infectious diseases from
spreading. So far, however, this room has only been used when ruling out diseases. For
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instance, an official explained, one detainee stayed in the isolation room when doctors
thought he might have an active case of tuberculosis. The detainee was removed from the
room when cell cultures disproved that preliminary diagnosis. To date, no detainees at
Guantanamo Bay have been diagnosed with active tuberculosis or other infectious
diseases, the official said.

As in every other part of Camp Delta, security is a constant concern. A dedicated force of
Army military police officers is assigned to guard detainees receiving treatment in the
hospital.

The Navy medical personnel who treat the detainees pride themselves on the quality of
care they provide, said Capt. Barry Barendse, a Navy nurse and the deputy command
surgeon for JTF Guantanamo. "The standard of care here is the best possible standard of
care (the detainees) could get," he said.

Barendse said humane treatment is "second-nature” for medical personnel.

"It's not that we like hanging around the bad guys,” he said. "The thing about it is that the
job we do for a living is a very humane one, and we just keep that mindset."

And the detainees' actions or attitudes do nothing to deter the staff from their dedication
to providing high-quality care. The captain explained that detainees have told staff
members "they would kill them if they had the chance and go after the rest of their
family if they could." And still, the standard of care never wavers, he said.

Today detainees held here form a generally healthy population. They've received
immunizations most of them never would have had available to them in their home
countries, Hood said.

Some detainees have been provided life-changing care, Barendse said. He cited
prosthetic limbs and removal of cancerous tumors as examples of the level of care
provided to detainees. "Some of them have even told us that they're very happy we're
taking care of them," he said. "We've given them new life, some of them we really have."

Psychological care also is available here for detainees who need it or request it. Barendse
noted that most Americans "have the luxury" of seeking psychiatric care if they need it;
that's usually not an option in the countries most of these detainees come from.

Psychiatric care for the detainees, like any other medical care provided to them, is
important because it's the right thing to do and "because of the possibility they may not
be in this prison the rest of their lives,” Barendse said. "If they were sick when they got
here or they're sick while they're here, we still want to get them well, so wherever and
whatever they're going to do can be done in a normal state."
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(1 News Archive

224 Email A Copy

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Feb2005/n02182005 2005021807.html 08/22/2005



DefenseLINK News: Guantanamo Detainees Receiving 'First-Rate' Medical Care Page 3 of 3

@ Printer-friendly Version

Site Map Privacy & Security Notice About DoD External Link Disclaimer Web Policy About DefenseLINK F

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Feb2005/n02182005 2005021807.html 08/22/2005



