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Following the Prime Minister’s meeting with President Bush on 17 July, I visited Washington for talks with the US Administration on 21 and 22 July.  I met with senior representatives of the US Department of Defence, the Department of State, the Department of Justice and the White House.  My objective in these discussions was to ensure that the British detainees in Guantanamo Bay, if prosecuted, are assured of fair trials that meet generally recognised principles, wherever those trials take place, and to make clear our opposition to the death penalty.


These talks were constructive.  We are continuing to discuss the possible repatriation of British detainees to the UK.


We also covered the US Administration’s intention to establish Military Commissions to try certain detainees.  We made significant progress.


On the Military Commissions, the US has assured us that:


The prosecution will not seek the death penalty in the cases of Feroz Abbasi and Moazzem Begg


Begg and Abbasi will be able to be represented by an appropriately qualified US civilian lawyer of their own choosing, subject to security clearance.   A UK lawyer will be able to serve as a consultant on the defence team.  Each detainee will be able to decide to what extent he wishes the appointed military counsel to participate in the preparation of his case.

UK officials should immediately receive further access to Moazzem Begg and Feroz Abbasi.


The US will work on ways to provide family members with additional contact with UK detainees against whom charges have been approved for Military Commissions.


Exceptionally, conversations between Begg or Abbasi and his defence counsel would not be monitored or reviewed by US authorities.

Subject to any necessary security restrictions, the trials of Begg and Abbasi will be open and media present.


The US and UK will actively consider a mutually satisfactory arrangement to transfer any British national sentenced to a term of imprisonment by a Military Commission to serve his sentence in the UK, to the extent feasible in accordance with US and UK law.


That Military Commission prosecutions against Moazzem Begg and Feroz Abbasi remain suspended pending further US/UK discussion


These and other issues relating to UK concerns about the fairness of trial in the Military Commissions needed further discussion.  I agreed that I would return shortly to Washington for further discussions.

